REVIEWS 


Handboch deb pathogenen Mikroorganisms. 

Handbook of Pathogenic Microorganisms. Edited by Profs. W. 
Kolle and A. Wassermann. with the collaboration of Profs. Buchner, 
Cornet, Ehrlich, Armauer, Hansen, Kitt, H. Kossel, Metschni- 
koff, A. Neisser, Nocard, Weichselbaum, and others. Jena: Gustav 
Fischer, 1902. 

From its great extent, its voluminous and widely-scattered literature, 
and the increasing variety and novelty of many of its subdivisions, 
bacteriology is eminently fitted for encyclopaedic treatment. Many 
books have been planned to this end, and some of them have been 
highly successful, but it is inevitable that a single volume cannot con¬ 
tain many details that even the general reader may wish to know. A 
more serious result in such books depends on the fact that the most 
indefatigable writer cannot keep up with all departments of the subject 
and give the essential part, well-digested, to the reader. The under¬ 
taking of Kolle and Wassermann seems well adapted to meet the need, 
both in size and plan, and in the collaboration of a large number of 
authors, all of whom are well known as investigators and writers, and 
many as discoverers or specialists of the first rank. The work is 
devoted especially to the micro-organisms important in pathology, in¬ 
cluding that of the lower animals. (Facts of general interest regarding 
saprophytic parasites are, however, considered in the chapter on General 
Morphology. and Biology.) Methods of diagnosis and clinical and 
epidemiological data are to be thoroughly discussed, and a whole volume 
(the third) is to be devoted to the important subject of immunity. The 
whole is to appear in seventeen rapidly following fasciculi, with a quarto 
atlas in six fasciculi. The first instalments of text and atlas are most 
promising. Beginning with a brief but comprehensive general view of 
the historical development of “ Infection, Immunity, and Prophylaxis,” 
by R. Abel, “ General Morphology and Biology ” are taken up by E. 
Gotschlich. All the details of the subjects are discussed with great 
thoroughness, and, as is so useful in such a work, with references by num¬ 
ber to original sources in connection with each statement, every section 
haying a classified bibliography at the end. The second chapter is not 
finished in the one hundred and fifty pages it takes up in the first fas¬ 
ciculus. Each part is treated with admirable fulness. The sections on 
“ Latent Infection,” “ Auto-infection,” “ Excretion of Infectious Organ¬ 
isms from the Body,” and “ The Sources of Infection ” may be particu¬ 
larly mentioned as valuable alike to the general medical reader and the 
specialist, but the more recondite topics, such as metabolism of bacteria, 
enzymes aDd ferments and variability are equally well done. Dog¬ 
matism is safely avoided, and conflicting views, inevitable in the present 



THE INTERNATIONAL TEXT-BOOK OF SURGERY. 707 

state of our knowledge, are fairly Btated, though the author does not 
hesitate to give his own opinion. The text is illustrated with figures in 
black and colors. The Atlas is to be made up of photographs, partly 
from negatives by Prof. E. Zettnow, partly from those furnished by the 
several authors. The first fasciculus contains a short description of the 
technique by Zettnow, and two plates, with thirty*eight pictures, illustrat¬ 
ing the' morphology of various species, chiefly bacteria, with a uniform 
amplification of one thousand diameters. Though the pictures have not 
the artistic beauty of photogravures, they are all the better for the pur¬ 
poses of study and comparison. Altogether, the work promises to be a 
satisfactory as well as an indispensable one, useful to the student and the 
physician, as well as the professional bacteriologist and teacher. We 
note, with satisfaction, that investigations made outside of Germany are 
often referred to, and, as the parts treated in the first instalment deal 
with topics that have not been studied as much in America as have many 
others, there is every reason for believing that the numerous researches 
of American bacteriologists will be more adequately referred to than 
hitherto. The mechanical execution of the book shows the skill and 
care we have become accustomed to in the publications of Mr. Gustav 
Fischer. The price, about twenty dollars (single copies are not to be 
sold), is relatively low, and should assist in a wide distribution of the 
Handbook. G. D. 


The International Text-book of Surgery, by American and 
British Authors. Edited by J. Collins Warren, M.D., IX-D., Hon. 
R.F.C.S. Eng.; Professor of Snrgery in Harvard Medical School; Surgeon 
to the Massachusetts General Hospital; and A. Pearce Gould, M.S., 
F.R.C.S., Surgeon to Middlesex Hospital; Lecturer on Surgery, Middlesex 
Hospital Medical School, etc. Second edition, thoroughly revised. In 
two volumes. Yol. L, General and Operative Surgery; Vol. IL, Regional 
Surgery. Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 1902. 

The exhaustion of the first edition of this work within two years 
speaks for its reception by the profession and by the medical schools. 
The changes and additions noticeable in this second edition are to be 
found particularly in the chapters dealing with military and naval 
surgery, the lymphatic system, and the spleen. Changes and improve¬ 
ments are also observable in the discussion of the surgery of the kidney. 
The work consists of two volumes, each containing about 900 pages. It 
is the labor of about sixty authors, English and American, all well 
known and eminently fitted to write the portions assigned them. 

The first volume is devoted to general surgery and the second to 
special surgery. The various chapters are not signed by their respective 
writers, but a list of the chapters and their respective authors is to be 
found in the front of each volume. We feel that it would be an addi¬ 
tional advantage to have the name of the writer appear at the head or 
at the end of each chapter, so that, without trouble, the reader could 
learn who wrote the portion of the book which he is consulting. The 
illustrations are particularly to be commended, not that they are ex¬ 
ceedingly numerous, but because they are particularly good. There are 
nine full-page illustrations in colors. In the first volume we find but 



